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Keeping Temple Clothing for 
Burial on Hand in Stakes and 
Districts 


It is recommended that in stakes and districts far 
removed from a garment distribution center, where 
temple clothing may not be obtained in time for 
burial, at least two complete sets of medium sized 
clothing—one for a man and one for a woman, be 
kept on hand in a properly safeguarded place. Bishops 
and branch presidents and ward and stake Relief 
Society presidents should be informed of the 
availability of this clothing. Mission presidents and 
missionaries should also be informed of the 
availability of this clothing and should be instructed 
how to proceed in case of a death where temple 
clothing is required. 


Who Should Dress A Deceased 


Man or Woman for Burial 


A deceased person who is to be buried in temple 
clothing may be dressed by a family member who has 
been endowed. If a family requests this service from 
the Church, a man who has been endowed is assigned 
by the bishop or branch president to dress a man; a 
woman who has been endowed may be assigned. by the 
Relief Society president to dress a woman. 


In some areas only a licensed mortician or his 
employee is allowed to handle a deceased body. 
Where such a regulation exists, a member of the 
family who has been endowed or another endowed 
person assigned by the bishop, branch president, or 
Relief Society president should carefully check the 
clothing to make sure that it has been properly placed 
on the body. Morticians are usually willing to 
cooperate in this matter; some permit a family 
member or an assigned person to be present at the 
time the temple clothing is placed on the body. 


Articles Necessary for Burial in 


Temple Clothing for Men 


LDS garments, white hose, shirt, and trousers (or 
white, approved one-piece suit if preferred), white 
tie, robe, apron, sash, white moccasins or slippers, 
and cap. (A coat is not a part of the temple clothing 
for burial.) 


For Women 


LDS garments, white hose, slip, dress, robe, apron, 
sash, white shoes or slippers, and veil. 


Viewing of the Deceased 


If a viewing takes place under circumstances where a 


majority of the persons attending the viewing will not 
understand the sacred meaning of the clothing and 
thus might be led to question, authorization should be 
given by the local priesthood authority, after 
consultation with the family, to use a plain white 
covering over the apron. The covering should be 
removed at the time the casket is closed. 


Procedure for Dressing the 
Deceased 


The body should be thoroughly washed, and if the 
deceased is a man, the face shaved, or the beard 
trimmed, according to the practice of the person 
while living. A woman’s hair should be arranged 
according to the style usually worn by her while 
living. 


The clothing should be white throughout, except the 
apron, and should be scrupulously clean. 


The garments should be placed on the body first. 


Stockings or hose should be drawn up over the 
garment if the garment is long or if the hose come 
higher than the hemline of the garment leg. 


The other articles of clothing should then be placed 

on the body—white shirt, tie, and trousers or one-piece 
approved suit for men, white slip and dress for 

women. 


The robe should be placed on the right shoulder and 
tied with the drawstring at the left waistline. 


The apron should be tied around the waist with a bow 
in the back. 


The sash should be placed around the waist and tied 
in a bow over the left hip. It should be placed to cover 
the top of the apron, the ribbon strings of the apron, 
and the drawstring of the robe. 


The slippers or moccasins should be placed on the feet 
over the hose. 


The man’s cap is usually placed at the side of the body 
until time to close the casket, at which time it should 
be placed on the head with the bow over the left ear 
and tape tie (at the opposite side of the cap) attached 
to the robe at the right shoulder. 


The woman’s veil should be placed on the head with 
the shorter underveil next to the head or the short 
ruffled part (if the veil has a cap) at the back of the 
neck and with part of the hair showing below the veil 
over the forehead. The body of the veil may be softly 
draped on the pillow at the back of the head until 
time to close the casket, at which time it is drawn 
over the face by a member of the family or someone 
approved by the bishop. 


In no instance should a flower or jewelry be placed on 
the temple clothing. If desired, a white handkerchief 
may be placed in a woman’s hand. 
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